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Who are we?

How did we get started?

How can you get a
closer look?



As a leading producer of construction aggregates in
your community, Vulcan Materials Company is
proud to offer educational tours of our facilities. We
welcome the opportunity to talk with teachers, stu-
dents, and community members about our industry,
the mining process, and our commitment to environ-
mental stewardship.

The Center

The Joseph Andres Gutierrez Earth Science
Museum and Education Center is named in honor of
Joe Gutierrez, a now retired Vulcan Chief Geologist.
Joe started our earth science education efforts approx-
imately 30 years ago. The Museum and Education
Center has received state and national awards and is
listed in the Guide to Environmental Education Centers
in North Carolina. Vulcan opened the Museum and
Education Center in 1993 to help share information

with area students and teachers about geology and min-
ing, and their importance to our society.

Tours

Tours begin with a bird's-eye view of the quarry from
our Overlook. Each aspect of the mining process is
described as participants view the activities firsthand.  

Following the overlook, visitors tour our Core Sample
Building where they learn about geology and how
exploration for new mineral deposits is conducted. 

Finally, participants visit the Mineral Museum and
Education Center to see and touch unique mineral
and fossil specimens collected from around the world.

The collection includes a life size replica Tyranno-
saurus rex skull and an authentic 1 year old baby

Psittacosaurus Dinosaur that has been cleaned of
matrix. A complete dinosaur is a rarity, but a baby
specimen is extremely rare! The Psittacosaurus was a
small sized bipedal plant eating dinosaur that had a
parrot-like beak with teeth.

In the Hands-on Area of the Museum and Education
Center, visitors learn about the physical properties of
minerals and rocks. At the conclusion of the tour, each
visitor receives a souvenir rock sample.

Tours are offered to community and school groups.

For information or to schedule a group tour please
contact us at the number below.  You can use the
same number to find out about our free video lending
library collection that has been compiled for use by
schools and civic groups. 
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